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SDG14 Implementation
why knowledge sharing 
between islands is key.



Knowledge + Islands + Sustainable Development
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Key Island Challenges

• Small scale
• Isolated geography
• Dependency on imports
• Vulnerability to env. shock
• Vulnerability to econ. shock
• Limited access to finance
• …



Network of Island Professionals (in DC)
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“If only we knew what we know, 
we could be three times more productive.” - Lew Pratt, HP 



Why knowledge sharing between islands is especially 
important for their sustainable development…

• Similar challenges, such as dependency on 
imports and narrow economies;
• Climate change brings an existential threat to 

many  islands;
•Often overlooked, so good to leverage the 

‘wisdom of crowds’;
• Could be laboratories for innovation if 

complementarities/synergies are identified.
But…
• Limited resources and capacity to address the 

issues;
• Relative higher impact of failures;
• Relative higher impact when reinventing wheels; 
• Limited scalability to make solutions viable.
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Why knowledge sharing between islands 
often doesn’t happen…
• People with the knowledge are too busy to 

capture knowledge;
• People who need the knowledge are too busy 

to look for it;
• People assume it is not relevant to their own 

specific context;
• There are cultural differences between the 

islands (Caribbean – Pacific);
• People would rather invent it themselves 

(not-invented-here syndrome);
• There is no measurement mechanism or data.
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•There is competition between islands for 
resources, capacity, markets;
•Peers on islands are too geographically 

dispersed, face-to-face meetings difficult;
•Due to brain drain people with the 

knowledge may no longer be there;
•The mechanisms for knowledge exchange 

are not always user-friendly; 
•…

Why knowledge sharing between islands 
often doesn’t happen…
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Insights on 
how best to share knowledge…



For example: 10 ways by which the COE facilitated 
knowledge sharing between islands 
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Video: https://vimeo.com/317040575 
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Looking back: Lessons (from a UNDP article)

1. Focus on knowledge 
demand;

2. Leverage complementary 
networks;

3. Create smart 
combinations.

Article: 
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/
blog/2018/3-lessons-from-a-small-innovative-ce
ntre-supporting-big-ocean-states.html
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Looking back: Tips (from an IISD article)

1. Ensure High-level Commitment;
2. Think Big, Start Small;
3. Show Quick, Tangible Results;
4. Use What Exists, Before You Invest;
5. It’s about People, Not Technology.

Article: 
https://sdg.iisd.org/commentary/guest-articles/smart-sids-
share-sdgs-5-tips-for-islands-to-leverage-its-most-renewabl
e-resource-for-the-2030-agenda/



An SDG14 related initiative…





“The Scourge of Plastic Pollution”

“Almost 80 per cent of the 8.3 billion metric tonnes of plastic 
produced over the past 70 years has been discarded into landfill or 
the environment, including the ocean. 

More than 8 million tonnes of plastic reaches the sea every year. 

There will be more plastic than fish in the sea by 2050, 
and 99 per cent of the planet’s seabirds will have eaten some.

The scourge of plastic pollution in the world’s oceans
must be tackled.”

- Sir David Attenborough
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We Can Put a CAPP on Plastic Pollution!

The Commitments 
Accelerator for Plastic 
Pollution (CAPP) turns 
commitments into 
impact by way of a 
data-driven scorecard
and toolkit, continuous 
action learning, and a 
community-led 
approach.
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The CAPP Team joined forces in 2019 from different, 
complementary disciplines…

Plastic pollution expertise

Network expertise

Community expertise

Small Islands expertise

Data analysis expertise

Led by a Global Team of Experts...   
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Our Research: 
The World’s “lack of commitment” to Commitments

Based on a January 2020 UNEP-funded study
by Ocean Recovery Alliance of 580 global 
commitments from 2014-2018… 

 … it was clear that committers need structure, 
training and guidance to develop, prioritize, 
scope and maximize their efforts to eliminate 
plastic pollution, and its impacts to the ocean. 

 It confirmed what many other studies
(e.g. in global health) have shown: 
that if you combine agreed-upon data, leadership, 
community, and local adaptation, you get impact. 
Commitments — done this way — have a higher 
probability of implementation, and therefore impact. 
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Presenting: A Checklist for ACTION
Based on the UNEP study, a new commitment design was 
developed.
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Digital 
Platform

CAPP’s Integrated Framework of Services 
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 Applied
Knowledge

Action 
Learning

Global 
Community

Primary beneficiaries 
will be facilitated to:

1. Design commitments, or
2. Improve commitments, or
3. Scale commitments

 



Islands as Launching Partners

As big ocean states, small island states have a great interest in 
fighting plastic marine pollution.

Therefore, CAPP will launch in collaboration with three island 
partners.

Curacao

Seychelles 

Fiji 
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Thank you.
Questions?
Contact me on LinkedIn

Arno Boersma (Island Impact)
www.linkedin.com/in/arnoboersma


